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From the President.

SPA, TIME FOR A NAME CHANGE?

When I speak to a non-Salesian colleague about the Salesian Psychological Association he makes me repeat the name “Salesian” once or twice. I finally end up spelling it out for him. It still fails to dispel his confusion!

The name has emotional overtones for us, but it is rather in-house. Its identification and communication value is limited to a restricted group of the initiated. Moreover, it has a clerical ring about it which even most lay christians find mystifying. Don’t we clerics have a reputation for talking esoterics? We’ve done it for centuries.

Can we change from Salesian Psychological Association to NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SALESIAN PSYCHOLOGISTS?

1. NATIONAL may help us and others de-clericalize our Association.

2. It creates space to bring in later other disciplines like, say, National Association of Salesian psychologists and Sociologists. Later still, …Salesian Psychologists, Sociologists, Anthropologists. The sky’s the limit of what disciplines may build their nests on this tree. No one human discipline has a definite word on the human. Psychology can no longer go it alone. Let’s “Space out.”

3. Since we mean to offer programmes nation-wide, any we present with the NATIONAL tag becomes market-friendly. Take this for example:

1. Programme on Counselling.

Sponsored by the Salesian Psychological Association

OR

2. Programme on  Counselling

Sponsored by the National Association of Salesian Psychologists.

which is not only more sonorous, but carries more weight?

If you have reasons for or against a name change bring your arsenal to the SPA Annual. Meet you in “KARGIL”!

Peter Lourdes.

UPDATE ON GATHEIRNG 2001

As already announced, Gathering 2001 will beheld at Bosco Psychological Services, New Delhi, from September 29 to October 1. To date I have mailed out 161 invitations. 

The Ads we put in the New Leader and The Examiner in regard to paper presentations did not bring in the expected response. I have personally contacted some individuals. I hope to line up about seven to eight decent papers.  I have four confirmations so far.  

Some non-Christian psychologists I met at a meeting of psychologists (most of them just beginning their practice after training at NIMHANS’ M.Phil programme) here in Delhi, where I shared some information about SPA, requested if they could be present as observers at Gathering 2001. I told them I have to consult the organizers. I think it may be okay for them to be present at some presentations. What do you think?

I provide below a Reflection from Peter Lourdes on the theme of Gathering 2001. 

SEXUAL ABUSE IN FOCUS

Sexual Abuse – the theme of our upcoming GATHERING 2001.

May I invite you to focus on the “abuse” not on the “Sexual”?

1. The heinousness of sexual abuse is not the sexual but the abuse. The Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act 1983, in fact, considers rape an act of violence for which sex is used as a tool.

The emphasis on the sexual may come from our upbringing. A survey of attitudes towards rape among Americans and Indians showed both Americans and Indians considered it ‘bad’. But while the Americans thought so because it was a violation of the rights and dignity of the woman, the Indians felt so because she loses her virginity and cannot find a husband. The sexual not the abusive surfaced in the collective unconscious. I invite the SPAers to right the imbalance.

2. Moreover, our focus on Sexual Abuse may be further compounded by what James Jill and Linda Amadeo called “Celibate Anxiety”. Anxiety of any kind, as you know, makes us focus on a detail and miss the whole. The whole abusive structure which is against the girl child, the needs and rights of women, and the exploitation of sex and violence, is tolerated more serenely than anything sexual. In fact, celibate-anxious persons may be abusive of human sexuality itself. They promote secrecy and guilt about it, reserve negative wors to refer to it such as bad, dirty, wicked, immoral, mete out more punishment for sexual failures than for other crimes or generally convey the notion that the sexual is incompatible with celibacy or spirituality. I see this as abusive of human sexuality itself which precludes the possibility of taking a serene look at one’s developing human process.

I invite SPAers to re-adjust their radars.

Peter Lourdes.                             

SPA AGM 2001

As announced earlier, the Annual General Meeting of the SPA will be held immediately after the Gathering on October 2 and 3. Those who would like to do sightseeing of Delhi or Agra are requested to schedule their tours before the Gathering or after SPA AGM.

The agenda for the AGM is given below. Please feel free to make your suggestions.

AGM 2001

Agenda

· Reflection on and evaluation of the Gathering

· Relationship between SPA & the Gathering 

· Relationship between SPA & the Salesian Congregation

· Report on member activities

· Secretary’s Report

· Financial Report 

· Report and discussion on SPA programmes (current and future)

· Modification to the Constitutions (Please see SPANEWS, Vol. 2, No. 2, October 2000.)

· Discussion on the Memorandum of the Association (needed for Registration as a Society)

· Action on Code of Ethics

· Election of office bearers*

· Case Studies (If you have a Case to present, please let me know, and send me copy in advance)

· Other matters (Your suggestions).

Please note that the 3-year term of the President and the Secretary expires on the 31 December 2001.

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS:

The Gathering and the SPA will be held at Bosco Psychological Services at the new Provincial House of the Salesians in New Delhi. Please make arrangements on your own for tickets. In case you need help in regard to tickets please write to Fr. Johnson Nedumpurath, the Provincial Secretary. I may be away form Delhi for the whole of July and August.

I shall make arrangements to have you picked up from the Rail station or the airport, if you give me details of your arrival. You can also take pre-paid auto from the Railway station or taxi from the airport. The nearest Rail station to BPS is Hazrat Nizamuddin (the stop before New Delhi station. Most trains from the South and the West stop there. Trains from the East take a different route and stop only at New Delhi station. Prepaid auto from Nizamuddin to BPS is about Rs.30 and from New Delhi station about Rs. 56. Mention Holy Family Hospital, Okhla as the destination.

BPS is opposite the Escorts Heart Centre (a seven-story pink building). Holy Family Hospital which is also next door is better known.

Please note: No more information on the Gathering or the SPA AGM will be mailed to you, unless requested.

PROGRAMME FOR CLERGY AND RELIGIOUS

Brochures regarding SPA’s programme for Clergy and Religious entitled “Human Relations and helping Skills” was mailed to most the Major Superiors (490) and all the Bishops (139) in the Country. The programme was also advertised in The New Leader and The Examiner. The response was very poor. 

Assuming the reason for the poor response might be the long duration of Module 1 and the cost of the programme, I reduced both and printed a new brochure. This was mailed to most of the Religious Communities in nine Dioceses of North India as well as to those in some of the metropolitan cities (a total of 378). Even then the response was less than expected.  However, 19 religious have applied and some of these have registered and paid for the programme. It’s worth pointing out that there was no application from any member of the Salesian Family.

Module 1 will be held at Bosco Psychological Services, New Delhi from October 14 to November 9, 2001

RESEARCH

As a follow up of Gathering 2000, Peter Lourdes, Joe Mannath and I have decided to do some research on Family Dynamics and Religious Motivation. Sr. Cynthia Gonsalves, the FMM Provincial of Bangalore is the fourth member of the research team.

As a preliminary step, we mailed out letters to all the Major Superiors (a total of 608 excluding those of Contemplative Orders) asking their support to the research and permission to contact members of their province/region for the research. We have had a very good response. We are in the process of fine-tuning the methodology and tools.

SPA Email Address:

SPA has an email id. It is spaindia@vsnl.net However, you may want to continue to contact me at my email id: boscopro@vsnl.com
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